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A map of plants on and around Blackford wh Gy | : : . fine 
Hill in Edinburgh and spot names oo | NS tia 
(hopefully all placed correctly!) Cot ~~ Purple Milk-vetch 2013 Damson/ Bullace 1992 ped eee 
Subsequent pages detail each plant. The [aaa © spring Cinquefoil aoe . Ee 
coloured letters on the map are the | 
abbreviations of the sections the plants 3 | | “ee 
are in. Years are when last seen in 2014 gas a ae ie ; Crested Hair-srass < 
Rare Plant Register, if not recently rem = 
reported. 
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lothianbuses.com 
Brittle Bladder-Fern ae S| oo oe 

* 38 at N Side P RR ubathiGroundeeh. ee 

* 41 within 200 m (E side) | Rayed fancy . _ © Viper’s Bugloss.: jg 

*5, 11, 16 about 300m on W side to | “ | 3 Ke ea Oak 

burn entrance with 700m walk through | Caucasian Stonecrop Be Pad shaw 

burnside Beta, Medium-Flowered: = — -<-s-s Ci. . 

“7, 37, 47, 67 about 1km onE side Hermitage | Intermediate Polypody »Wintercress Early Forget-me-not 


3 Brittle Bladder-Fern? 








Fern-Grass 


Ge nera l P la Nn ts ) | Hegel we, : ~ ek ' Maa an Blackford 
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Soft Shield-Fern onze etre iets Ns 2 a Wood 
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TO ADD.on récks wit Linn Path Black Spleenwort OS ae , 3 ee a "Hairy Rock-Cress~ 
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eSoliensemeiye ody 2004 . Common Storksbill ui _ ., U Burnet Saxifrage ->- 

: Rock Whitebeam 2005 ‘aad a ee AIF Buy, 





Braid Bury 


Prickly Sedge 


AND Somewhere on hill ae ae nnnorLeriaapver. Wild Basil 


Corn Buttercup 1980 


aN (W part) ~ 2 Giant Butterbur 
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so © (S of burn) 





] 











Plants on the Map 





OVERVIEW : The following details 4 Petals 5 Petals Corn Buttercup 

the flowers to be found around ; Ranunculus arvensis 

Blackford Hill. They are grouped Hairy Rock-Cress Caucasian Stonecrop 1980. 

; ; ° ; Arabis hirsuta Sedum spurium Narrow leaflets, flowers perfectly formed (cf 
into sections, each section starts D4 - Atop Agassiz Rock. C4 - Blackford Quarry. | Oo Goldilocks), fruits spiny. 

a new column: Hairy, usu unbranched, upper leaves clasp as WE eee ae See "daa eS i Fc 








stem. 


SECTIONS : 3 Petals, 4 Petals, 5 
Petals, Umbellifers, Mint-like 
Flowers, Pea Flowers, Other 
Flowers, Ferns, Horsetails, 
Sedges, Grasses 


SPECIES : Within each section, 
species are described as follows - 


SPECIES NAME : Each species is 
given the English name first 
followed by the latin name, 
which can be located using your 
program’s ‘Find’ feature. Note 
that latin names are always 








Stefan Lefnaer / Wikipedia 
Common Storksbill 





4 Medium-Flowered Wintercress = ¢4- Blackford Quar Rubus lacini 

. ; ry ubus laciniatus 

LOCATION : The location of ; Barbarea intermedia Frilly leaves, flower 10-18mm. B1 - Path Y junction. 

where to find it on the map is C4 - South rocks. Wh! Bramble with frilly-looking leaves. 
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given asa two-letter code, or Top-most leaves are divided into several 

. . parts (Common Wintercress the top leaves 
several, sometimes with aN are more like toothed plates). 
English prompt, and when it was SP ag, 
last found if not present. 
DESCRIPTION : A brief description 


follows as a helper, not intended 
to replace a good book. 


PHOTOS : Photos can be zoomed 
in. A few are from the web with 
an attribution, and will be 
replaced later on. 
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GLOSSARY - Stipules are the leafy 
bits where the leaf stalk emerges 
from the stem. 


Damson / Bullace 
Prunus domestica ssp insititia 
C2 apx - W of observatory. 1992. Al - 
ssp institia twigs are densely hairy, often 
spiny, stone is flattened. 


Greater Spearwort 


Ranunculus lingua 
Blackford Pond eg long NW side 


sna with large long SoeMeee 


See \ 
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Pink Sorrel 


Oxalis articulata 
- Blackford Pond SE side (middle of) 


Early Forget-me-not 
Myosotis ramosissima Al 





C4 - Bare ground/sides. 

Tiny blue forget-me-not flowers, very 
cupped, rather unleafy up stems, fruiting 
stalks shorter than fruit. 
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Red-Leaved Rose 


Rosa glauca / ferruginea 
C1 - 





a oe 


Rock Whitebeam 2005 


Sorbus rupicola 

C4-ish. On rocks, generally hard to reach, 
but capturable with a zoom (this from 
Arthur’s Seat). 

Like a common whitebeam with elongated 
leaves. 








North path approaching houses (N side). 





Rue-leaved Saxifrage 
Saxifraga tridactylites 

B3 - Corbie’s Crag. 1995. 
uae aoe (lens!) 
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Spring Cinquefoil 
Potentilla tabernaemontani 

B2 (Summit, W of observatory). 
Like tormentil but five petals, flowers 10- 
18mm. Leaves dark green, 5-7 leaflets, 
per leaves 3-part and unstalked. 
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Jeffdelonge / Wikipedia 


Tree Mallow 


Lavatera arborea 

C2 - SE corner of observatory. 
Thick-stemmed; the fruit has 3 surrounding 
parts (not the 5 of Malva mallows). 
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Mint-Like 
Wild Basil 


Clinopodium vulgare 

C4 - Grassy patch beside Agassiz rock and 
scattered along the burn pathside (N side). 
Crushed leaves don’t particularly smell 
(unlike culinary basil). 





Other 


Navelwort 


Umbilicus rupestris 
A1|B1 - rockside of Blackford Pond, S side, 
near E end. 





Red Oak 

Quercus rubra 

D3 - SE path to the hill, by an off-path. 
Pointed leaf lobes, large leaves. 
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Viper’s Bugloss 
Echium vulgare 

D4 & C3 - Long E pathside up to the hill from 
the burn, and in the grass once on the hill. 
4-5 stamens protrude from flower (not 2). 
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Pea Flowered Purple Milk-Vetch Rayed / Composites Rayed Tansy 





. Astragalus danicus ; Tanacetum macrophyllum 
Spring Vetch B2 - Hilltop W of observatory. 2013. Giant Butterbur C4 - A little E of the bridge, N side of burn. 
Vicia lathyroides Stipules fused below; fruit with white Petasites japonicus 


Somewhere W part of hill. spreading hairs. C4 - South of burn opp Blackford Quarry. 
Like common vetch but flowers small and LE Sie PR Lee S SSN 
solitary (5-9mm), leaves 2-4 pairs of leaflets, 


tendrils absent or unbranched; often hai 
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Heath Groundsel 


Senecio sylvaticus 


Knotted Clover C4 - Up the back of Blackford Quarry and 
higher up. 


Trifolium striatum Flower heads have purple tips to their green 


C4 - Up the E edge of Blackford Quarry. sides. upright plant. 





Warren Maguire 


Ferns Forked Spleenwort Southern Polypody 


Umbellifers 

; Asplenium septentrionale Polypodium cambricum (=australe) 
Burnet Saxifrage Black Spleenwort C4-ish - S rocks. C4-ish? 2004. 
Pimpinella saxifraga Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Look under the leaves for sori (spore vessels) | Wide fronds tending to have a long end tip. 
C4 - Side of Agassiz Rock, C4 - Blackford Quarry inside edges, if at right time. Sori elliptical when young. 200x lens for 








particularly NW. | 
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Intermediate Polypody 


Brittle Bladder-Fern Polypodium interjectum 

Cystopteris fragilis A2 & B3|4 - Path going south of pond near its 
A3, B3 - Pathside wall, noticed as cycling bend, and a short way up N path from bridge 
past but needs checking to see if is; and up over burn. 

from the burn. Leaf outline not wide and not predominantly 
Distinctive sori pattern under leaves. parallel, sori elliptical when young, with 


yellow phase starting to mature. View 

sporangia through 200x lens for hardened- 
cell count. 
ry 


a4 a 











Grasses Fern-grass Sedges 
Catapodium rigidum 
Common Reed C4 - On dirt track in trees at point arrowed. | Lesser Pond-Sedge 
\ _ Carex acutiformis 
A1 - Blackford Pond eg NW long edge. 
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Phragmites australis 
A1 - Blackford Pond SW end. 
Very tall with well-spaced leaves. 
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Prickly Sedge 
Crested Hairgrass Carex muricata ssp pairae (=ssp 
Koeleria macrantha lamprocarpa) 
A2, B2 - Near south ledge from point. C4 - On Agassiz Rock and green area beside. 
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